Marks
on
Earth

a1 B4 Al

OH CHAI HOO




E-Published specially for

Marks on Earth <\Fgz &> - A Solo Exhibition by Oh Chai Hoo #84#1

Organised by iPRECIATION
E-published, designed and edited by

iPRECIATION

ipreciation.com

HE
%
"

T: (65) 6339 0678
F: (65) 6438 2080
50 Cuscaden Road
HPL House #01-01
Singapore 249724

www.ipreciation.com

enquiry@ipreciation.com

E www.facebook.com/ipreciation

@ www.instagram.com/ipreciation

& WeChat ID: iPreciation
Elwww.artsy.net/ipreciation
B www.linkedin.com/company/ipreciation/
@ www.youtube.com/channel/UC7cdimHs1U8h96Srjzu7vQA
www.t.me/ipreciation

& www twitter.com/ipreciation

Copyright © 2021 iPRECIATION

All rights reserved. No part of this e-publication may be reproduced,

stored in a retrieval, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
photocopying or otherwise, without prior permission of the copyright holders

Supported by:

P —
——
Y

NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL
SINGAPORE

04

08

172

Contents B

Foreword Bl &
Works {E

Oh Chai Hoo CV #AEtFN 5 E



Foreword

This November, 120 ceramic seal -carvings by
multifaceted Singaporean artist Oh Chai Hoo (b. 1960)
will go on display at iPreciation. This is Oh’s first complete
collection in seal and it marks his 20 years of journey in
exploring ceramic and seal carving. We are delighted to
present Marks of Earth, an exhibition and book launch
that unearths Oh’s decades of craft in calligraphy and seal
carving. Visitors are also invited to attend a two-session
ceramic seal carving workshop and an artist’s talk. Join
us and dive into the marvellous creation of ceramic seals.

The history of ceramic sculpture and seal carving goes
far back, yet the combination of both art forms into
an artistic expression has fallen under the radar in the
local arts scene for too long. Lamenting the lack of
attention in this art form, Oh takes a bold stance with
his largest collection of ceramic seals and unveils the
cultural significance of the earth beneath our feet.

The ceramic seal marries two traditional crafts — seal

Helina Chan

carving and ceramic making. It is no surprise the creation
of just one clay seal has to go through an arduous yet
exhilarating process. From de-airing, modelling, drying,
glazing to firing and finally carving, this complex process
invites a sum of possibilities. Glaze firing is one especially
fascinating process which the artist has simply no
control over, yet it brings in so much excitement with
its unpredictable nature and no two clay out of the kiln
can ever look the same. With each step requiring sheer
dedication and subtle alchemy, Oh finds himself sharing
a delicate and exclusive bond with his earthly material.

The centrepiece of the exhibition is a set of 90 ceramic
seals or as the artist termed, ‘micro-sculptures’ created
by Oh between 2003 - 2021. Collectively, they are meant
to be seen as a single work, rich in narratives and history.
At a closer look, each seal was created at a certain point
intime, and each is a representation of a significant part of
Oh’s life as an artist, also as a human. They encapsulate
a part of him, a part of his memories and perspectives.
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Another highlight of the exhibition is 30 individual
ceramic seal creations, each paired with a calligraphic
work created in 2021. Oh who has long admired the
writings of local writer and journalist, Chow Yianping,
displaced excerpts of Chow’s articles into his calligraphy
exploration. Having gone through Oh’s interpretation,
the text is then matched with a ceramic seal he finds

forms — one to be read and viewed, the other to be
touched and felt, is a wondrous and serendipitous
encounter of emotions felt at different stages of life.

These works that have been through reinterpretations and
recreationsbytheartist, revealtheinterrelationsofhuman’s
feelings and the universality in our personal expressions.

a connection with. In fact, the juxtaposition of two art

Oh Chai Hoo (b. 1960) is a well-respected Singaporean artist who wear many hats — painter, calligrapher, ceramist,
he works extensively with various medium and is well admired for his fearless experimentation and exploration
with different materials. Apart from his extraordinary ink works, Oh often showcases his free-spiritedness through
Chinese calligraphy and portraiture seal carvings with abstract motifs. His ceramic works are visually stunning as
the adventurer at heart often kneads his thoughts and inspirations into his slabs of clay.

Since graduation from Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore in 1982, Oh remains an active member of the local
arts scene. The vice-president of Singapore’s Siaw-Tao Chinese Seal-Carving Calligraphy & Painting Society had
held various exhibitions locally and abroad. His works are well collected privately and also permanently collected by
the National Museum of Singapore and The Istana, Singapore.
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A Thought Silly
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Windy City

2021
9.5x3.5x3cm
Ceramic
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Let Slip

2021
6x6x3.5cm
Ceramic
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The Distance

2021
4.5x4.5x5cm
Ceramic
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Resonance

2021
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Myth

2021
9.5x5x4.5cm
Ceramic
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Improvident

2021
9.5x4.5x4.5cm
Ceramic
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The Changes

2021
6.5x5x5cm
Ceramic

Distance of the Heart
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Standing Opposite of Life Memory Deformed
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Not to be Reasoned With Direction of the Wandering Wind |
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Patchwork of the Heart

2021
12x5x4.5cm
Ceramic
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Trapped

2021
15x6x4cm
Ceramic
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Sunset

2021
12x5.5x5.5cm
Ceramic
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Imagination

2021
11.5x6x3.5cm
Ceramic
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Deja Vu

2021
14x5x4.5cm
Ceramic
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Like a Tree

2021
14.2x3.5x3.5cm
Ceramic
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The Calling

2021
14x7.5x3cm
Ceramic
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PAEER BEAFEIHBR L HHE—EEaH S —EEGH
M 0ge o

B BT ELE B R AR R B N kS
ERMTE—RAEMNEEE . BRI LELE— R
I —ERRE BN S HEEE - BENATI T
S ATIB AR FI18158 OR B — BEKTE S B
5 BT, — U B 45 B B T DR R SR B
MPERE -

All Things Shine

2021
13x5.5x5.5cm
Ceramic
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A Set of 90 Seals Created between 2003 - 2021

(Sold as a set)
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Always Happy Walking Alone
2003

2004

((3;.5X4.3X1 .6cm 9.2x5.6x2.7cm

eramic Ceramic
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Go have Some Tea Pausing Under the Moon

2004 2004
9.5x6x3cm 8.5x4.4x2cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Muddling up Black and White Inexpressable
2012 2012
9.2x3.7x3.8cm 5.2x5.4x3.2cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Deserved Is That Me
2012 2012
4.3x3.4x3.3cm 10x4x4cm

Ceramic

Ceramic
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Enlightenment

2012
5.6x4x3.5cm
Ceramic

Harmony

2012
6.2x6.5x6.5cm
Ceramic
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Slander

2012
4.9x6x2.3cm
Ceramic

Wild Comments

2012
5.9x3.2x3.2cm
Ceramic
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Sitting Oblivion Leisured Troubles
2012 2012
4.7x3x3cm 8x5.7x3.2cm

Ceramic Ceramic
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Between Black and White Confronted with Myself

2013 2013
6.8x4x3.6cm 7.6x6.5x3cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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A Country of Many Tongues Northern Tones and Southern Accents
2013 2013
13.6x3.9x3.6cm 7.1x6.8x1.5cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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What Would You Have Me Say

2013
5.5x3.7x3.9cm
Ceramic

Paired Birds on a Lotus Pond

2013
6.7x3.8x3.9cm
Ceramic
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An Avian World Spring Leaves and Returns
2013 2013
4.8x5.2x5.3cm 4.6x6x2.8cm

Ceramic Ceramic
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Across the Water The Flower’s Shadow Shifting with the Moon
2013 2013
7.1x4.2x3.8cm 8.3x3.9x3.7cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Silent Flower Not a Bird’s Affair
2013 2013
7x5.2x2.6cm 6x5.6x5.3cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Exaggeration Hoping to meet Often in Leisure
2013 2013
6.3x4x3.6cm 7x8x1.5cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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The Wait for Dawn Shortsighted and with Grass-Like Hair

4.5x4.5x2.6cm 6.2x5.4x5.5cm
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To Learn from Struggles

Big Potato

2013 2013
8x4x4cm 5.5x4.5x4.5cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Ah Huay, Ah Beng and Ah Lian Heterogeneous
2013 2013
6.2x5.3x2.1cm 5.3x5x4.8cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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To be Harmonious but Distinct I Only Hope to be True to My Heart

2013 2013
5.3x6.3x5.3cm 5.3x7.5x3.5cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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A Day in the Mountains

2013
6x5x3.3cm
Ceramic
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A Bright Moon When Awake,
Cool Winds After Some Wine

2014
5.8x8.5x3.3cm
Ceramic
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Proclaiming to be Supreme

Where Buddhas are Not present Circumstances Derived from the Heart
2014 2014
8.1x4x3cm 5.6x6.8x3cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Hiding the Bow After the Birds are Gone Self-Strengthening
2014 2014
5.56x10.2x5.5cm 5.9x56.5x4cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Innocence

2015
5x6.3x1.5cm
Ceramic

To Stop Before Saying What | Wished to

2015
8.6x5x3.9cm
Ceramic
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The Winding Road of Life The Face of the Earth
2015 2015
9.3x3.5x3.5cm 11x4.8x3.5cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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We Meet if We are Fated,

Where will the Flower Land and Miss Each Other if We are Not
2015 2015
6.3x5.5x3.5cm 5x7.5x3.5cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Quietly Observing A Titan of Our Time

2015 2015
13x3.4x2.8cm 8.2X7x3.3cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Speak Carefully

2015
5.5x5.8x2.3cm
Ceramic
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To Forget About Each Other

2016
6.6x6.5x6.3cm
Ceramic
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All is Well

2016
6.8x10x4cm
Ceramic

Meanings Beyond Forms

2016
11x3.5x3.5cm
Ceramic
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In Leisure, | Smile with No Reply

2017
Vast Heavens and Seas 5.2x5.5x4.3cm
Ceramic
2017
6.5x6.5x3cm
Ceramic
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% Remember to Forget A Bird Flew Past | =
2017 o017 | B
6.2x10.8x2.2cm
5x5x5¢m Ceramic
Ceramic
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Full of Oneself Pleasant Rain

2018
2018 7x4x3cm
6x3.8x3.3cm Ceramic
Ceramic
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A Single Thought The Moving Wind
2018 2018
8.5x7.3x2.8cm 7x4.3x30m
Ceramic Ceramic
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Laugh It Off

2018
5.3x4.8x4.8cm
Ceramic
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My Own Distances
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2019
6.2x3.3x3.2cm
Ceramic
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Fish Chasing After the Moon A Cool Breeze Blows
2019 2019
4.5x2.5x2.5cm 7x4x2.6cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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#z£ | Solitary Desolation To Know Oneself | g
2019 2019
5.5x4x3.20m 4.9x4.5x3.6cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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2019 2019
10.5x5.5x4cm 4.6x4.5x3.4cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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A Prisoner of ldeology A Slave to Morality
2019 2019
4.2x3x3cm 7.1x3.4x3.1cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Honour and Shame have All Passed and
Become Dreams

2019
5.2x3.6x3.3cm
Ceramic

Memory Translates Time

2013
6.2x5.4x5.5 cm, 5.4x5.5 cm (Seal)
Ceramic
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When the Clouds Rise

2019
11x5x4.3cm
Ceramic

Tipsy

2019
5.1x4x2.5cm
Ceramic
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The Flowers are Just Right Never Enough

2019 2019
10.5x4.5x4.3cm 5x3.3x3cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Floral Fragrances in Your Dreams

2019
10.3x7x4.5cm
Ceramic
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Where My Heartstring Moves, | Feel Pain and Joy
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2021
Ix6x3.7cm
Ceramic
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Mountains Beyond Mountains

2021
6.3x5.5x3cm
Ceramic

Chilly

2021
6.2x3.1x2.3cm
Ceramic
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Kept Within My Heart So Long You're Happy
2021 2021
8.8x3.8x3.3cm 6.9x4.3x4.3cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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Things have Changed A Clear Heart

2021 2021
5.3x3x3cm 4.6x6x5.8cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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gt | The Many Facets of Life Forget It
2021 2021
6.6x4.4x4.2cm 6.1x5.3x3cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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& | When Will It Dock Looking at a Mountain from Another | 7
= 2021 2021 s
7.5x4.4x4.5cm 9.5x6x6¢cm
Ceramic Ceramic
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