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Foreword

This exhibition marks a breakthrough for Boo, as a
Singaporean artist, a painter with many ideas and
most importantly a citizen with good morals. The
honesty and seriousness in Boo’s work can be
seen in his depiction of derelict shopping malls and
cathedrals where he reflected on the modern state
we live in, and on the times where consumerism
has shifted our values and beliefs. As he moved
away from painting spaces to figuration, his
stylistic brush marks and use of palette knife
adjusted to shape more naturalistic, almost
watercolor-like feel to the paintings. This is clearly
seen in these new series, where drips of paint not
only signify rain, but also depict the washed out
emotional state that struck our nation. Individual
gestures and facial expressions are defined within
few brush strokes, repetition and direction of the
strokes which give impression to the movement of
the queues and landmark buildings which are
identified in the individual paintings.

Helina Chan

What makes these paintings so special and
significant to our culture is that unlike images and
videos seen through mass media platforms, these
painting preserve this day, as a record of one
man'’s force powerful enough to gather the whole
community in unison. The act of gathering itself is
seen by the artist as real celebration, letting our
citizens truly reflect on the nation we have become,
a nation Lee Kuan Yew has once imagined and
dreamt about. Each painting reveals an insight into
Boo’s versatility and skillfulness as a painter
depicting his most personal subject up to date.
Boo’s new works are meant to mark 29th March
2015 as a new beginning for our young nation and
record the importance of having LKY as a
role-model for the future of our country.

WORKS
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X BiT Boo Sze Yang

Born 1965 in Singapore.
Lives and works in Singapore

Education
1997-98 China Academy of Fine Art (People’s Republic of China)
1992-95 Diploma in Fine Art, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

Solo Exhibitions

2015 Art Stage 2015. 21- 25 Jan, Marina Bay Sands, Singapore

Art Paris Art Fair 2015. 25 - 29 Mar, Grand Palais, Paris
2014 The Father: Portraits of Lee Kuan Yew, 21 Feb - 8 Mar, iPreciation, Singapore
2012 Boo Sze Yang: AIR at Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts. 10 - 16 Nov, Taipei, Taiwan

Sanctuary. 17 Apr - 21 May, Art at St Francis’, Melbourne, Australia
The ExtraOrdinary. 3 - 24 Feb, Chanhampe Galleries @Tanjong Pagar, Singapore
The New Cathedral. 9 -18 Jan, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts galleries 1 & 2, Singapore

2011 Sanctuary. 1- 6 Apr, Red Mill gallery, Vermont Studio Center, Johnson, Vermont, USA
2010 Sanctuary. 18 - 21 Nov, Utterly Art, the Affordable Art Fair Singapore.

House of God II. 7 - 23 May, Boo Sze Yang Art Studio at Old School, Singapore
2009 Boom! 7 - 18 Oct, Utterly Art Exhibition Space, Singapore.
2007 House of God. 3 - 14 Oct, Utterly Art Exhibition Space, Singapore.
2006 Silence of the Canines. 21 Sep-1 Oct, Utterly Art Exhibition Space, Singapore.
2005 In-Between. 15 - 29 Nov, Style Cube Zandari, Seoul, South Korea.

The Space In-between. 22 Sep - 2 Oct, Utterly Art Exhibition Space, Singapore.
1996 Dilemma of Being. 22 - 27 Mar. The Substation Art Gallery, Singapore.

Group Exhibitions

2013 Made in Singapore - Three Quarters of A Century. 29 Aug - 07 Sep, Galleries 1 & 2,
Lim Hak Tai Gallery, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Campus 1, Singapore. The Little
Joys of Singapore. 14 Aug - 1 Sep, Galerie Sogan & Art, Singapore. Painting in
Singapore. 2 Au - 8 Sep, Equator Art Projects, Singapore
The Realm in the Mirror, the Vision Out of Image. An Exhibition of Singapore
Contemporary Art

Suzhou Jinji Lake Art Museum, 09 May - 18 Aug, Suzhou, China

The 2012 - 13 Sovereign Asian Art Prize. 15 Mar - 20 Apr, Espace Louis Vuitton
Singapore, Louis Vuitton Island Maison, Marina Bay Sands, Singapore

The 2012 - 13 Sovereign Asian Art Prize. 1 - 8 Feb, the Rotunda, Exchange Square,
Hong Kong

Crisis of Monumentality: Made/Remade/Unmade. 18 Jan - 17 Feb, Chanhampe
Galleries, Singapore

2012

2011

2010

2010

2009

City Scapes Unbound. 22 Oct - 10 Nov, OCBC Centre Branch, Singapore

Continuity & Discontinuity. 20 - 26 Sep, Lim Hak Tai Gallery, Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts, Singapore

PointB Open Studios. July, Brooklyn, New York, USA

Parts of the Whole: Recent Acquisitions to NAFA Collection. 18 Apr - 20 May, Lim Hak
Tai Gallery, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

Unity in Diversity. 14 - 24 Apr, Social Creative Museum, Singapore
Affordable Art Fair Singapore

Abject System: Artists who love the unlovable. 11 Sep - 9 Oct, Studio Bibliothéque,
Goodman Arts Centre, Singapore

26th Asian International Art Exhibition. 30 Sep - 23 Oct, Jeonbuk Province Museum of
Art, South Korea

26th Asian International Art Exhibition. 12 - 21 Sep, Hangaram art Museum in Seoul
Arts Centre, South Korea

Visions of Lightness. Pipal Fine Art, 2 - 12 Jun, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Art Melbourne. 24 - 27 May, Royal Exhibition Building, Carlton, Australia
Visions of Lightness. ION Art gallery, Singapore. 28 Apr - 8 May

Asia Top Gallery Hotel Art Fair Hong Kong 2011, Mandarin Oriental, Hong Kong

Exchange 2011 Singapore-China Art Showcase. Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
Galleries 1 & 2, Singapore

Boundaries - Modern Art Society 47th Annual Show. The ARTrium, MICA building,
Singapore

Ex-change 2010 China-Singapore Art Showcase. 25 Jun - 9 Jul, ZoBang Art Museum,
Shanghai, China

Ex-change 2010 China-Singapore Art Showcase. 6 -18 Jun, Yingu Art Mansion,
Beijing, China

Duologue: Paintings by Boo Sze Yang & Ling Yang Chang. Mount Sophia Art Studios,
Singapore

Excavation: Ten Singapore Artists. 20 - 31 Jan, the Art Studio@OIdSchool, Singapore
Boundaries - Modern Art Society 47th Annual Show. The ARTrium, MICA building,
Singapore

Ex-change 2010 China-Singapore Art Showcase. 25 Jun - 9 Jul, ZoBang Art Museum,
Shanghai, China

Ex-change 2010 China-Singapore Art Showcase. 6 - 18 Jun, Yingu Art Mansion,
Beijing, China

Duologue: Paintings by Boo Sze Yang & Ling Yang Chang. Mount Sophia Art Studios,
Singapore

Excavation: Ten Singapore Artists. 20 - 31 Jan, the Art Studio@OIdSchool, Singapore

Remade, Relived: Modern Art in Singapore 2009. 8 - 21 Sep, NAFA Galleries 1 & 2,
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

Art Buffet: Singapore Art Exhibition 2009. 22 Aug - 18 Oct, Singapore Art Museum
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2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

Remade, Relived: Modern Art in Singapore 2009. 8 - 21 Sep, NAFA Galleries 1 & 2,
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

Art Buffet: Singapore Art Exhibition 2009. 22 Aug - 18 Oct, Singapore Art Museum

Forms of Persuasion: A NAFA Permanent Collection Show. 7 - 24 Jul, Lim Hak Tai
Gallery, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

The 28th UOB Painting of the Year Exhibition. 5 Jul — 2 Aug, Jendela (Visual Arts
Space), Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay. Singapore

The Royal Republic. 14 May — 28 Jun, Master Piper Gallery, London, UK

Stretch Your Imagination, 100 Malaysia & Singapore Contemporary Artists. 8 -15 Mar,
Wisma Kebudayaan SGM, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Stretch Your Imagination, 100 Malaysia & Singapore Contemporary Artists. 7 - 26 Feb,
Penang State Art Gallery, Malaysia

From Left to Right and Right to East. 12 — 23 Jan, T1 Project Space, University of
Huddersfield & Huddersfield Art Gallery, UK

23rd Asian International Art Exhibition. 3 Dec 08 — 10 Mar 09, the University City Art
Museum of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts of Fine Arts, Guangzhou, China

Heart to Heart Asian International Art Show. 30 Nov - 12 Dec 08, YUGE Art gallery,
Guangzhou, China

Laughing Matter. 21 Dec 07 — 17 Jan 08, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts gallery 3,
Singapore

The Singapore Art Exhibition, Open Section. 3 Aug — 3 Sep, Singapore Art Museum,
Singapore

Escape Clause. Thirteen Talents One Academy. 9 Feb — 2 Mar, Nanyang Academy of
Fine Arts Gallery 2, Singapore.

Painterly Dialogues. 15 — 23 Dec, Studio@106a, Singapore
Space Envisaged: Seven Propositions. 2 - 31 Oct, Public Art Space, Pan Pacific Singapore

21st Asian International Art Exhibition. 20 Jul - 20 Aug, Singapore Art Museum,
Singapore
Spectrum 06. 20 - 30 Jul, Telok Kurau Studios Gallery, Singapore

Txtrapolis: Contemporary Text-Based Art From Singapore. 20 - 25 Feb, Film Centre,
University of Philippines Diliman, Philippines.

20th Asian International Art Exhibition. 21 Nov 2005 - 26 Mar 2006. Ayala Museum,
Philippines.

Txtrapolis: Contemporary Text-Based Art From Singapore. 3 - 11 Sep, Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts Gallery 2, Singapore

Soaring to New frontiers. 19 - 27 Feb, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Galleries 1 & 2,
Singapore.

Peranakan Ill: The Humble Form. 28 Jan- 6 Feb, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
Galleries 1 & 2, Singapore.

2004

2003

2003

2002

2001

Ancient Roots: Modern Bridges-ASEAN Arts Awards 2004 Philip Morris Asia Limited.
The National Gallery, Bangkok, Thailand

Chelsea MA Fine Art Show 2004. 20 - 24 Jul. Chelsea College of Art and Design.
London, UK

The Federation of Arts Societies 10th Anniversary Art Exhibition. 20 - 26 Jan. The Ngee
Ann Cultural Centre, Singapore

International Snow Sculpture Event of the Quebec Carnival. 3 - 9 Feb. Quebec,
Canada

The 22nd UOB Painting of the Year Exhibition.19 Jul - 17 Aug. Jendela, Esplanade —
Theatres on the Bay, Singapore

Now You See It. A multi-media art show. 21 - 31 Aug. Utterly Art Gallery, Singapore
Negotiating Boundaries. Modern Art Society 39th Annual Show. ARTrium@ MITA
building, Singapore

Philip Morris Singapore-Asean Art Awards 2003. 10 - 17 Dec. ARTrium@Mita Building,
Singapore.

The Federation of Arts Societies 10th Anniversary Art Exhibition. 20 - 26 Jan. The Ngee
Ann Cultural Centre, Singapore

International Snow Sculpture Event of the Quebec Carnival. 3 - 9 Feb. Quebec,
Canada

The 22nd UOB Painting of the Year Exhibition. 19 Jul - 17 Aug. Jendela, Esplanade —
Theatres on the Bay, Singapore

Now You See It. A multi-media art show. 21 - 31 Aug. Utterly Art Gallery, Singapore

Negotiating Boundaries. Modern Art Society 39th Annual Show. ARTrium@ MITA
building, Singapore

Philip Morris Singapore-Asean Art Awards 2003. 10 - 17 Dec. ARTrium@Mita Building,
Singapore

Philip Morris Singapore Art Awards 2001/02. 8 Mar - 14 Apr. The Gallery@Paragon,
Singapore

The 21st UOB Painting of the Year Exhibition. 20 Jul - 2 Aug. UOB Plaza 1, Singapore

17th Asian International Art Exhibition. 22 Aug - 22 Sep. Daejeon Municipal Museum
of Art, South Korea

Naked Perfection. 12 Sep - 10 Nov. Singapore Art Museum, Singapore

Urban Artists 2002. 18 Oct - 3 Nov. ARTrium at MITA building, Singapore

10 Young Contemporary Artists. 6 -14 Apr. ARTrium at MITA building, Singapore
AD 2001. NAFA Staff Art exhibition. 24 - 27 Sept. Nanyang Art Gallery, Singapore

Time And Space. Modern Art Society 37th Annual Show. 16 - 25 Nov. ARTrium at
MITA. Building, Singapore

Nokia Singapore Art 2001. 9 Dec 01- 3 Feb 02. Singapore Art Museum, Singapore

Eye-dentifying Peranakan Cultures. 10 Dec 01 - 8 Jan 02. Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts Middle Gallery, Singapore
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2000

1999

1998

1997

1997

1996

1995

1994

39

16th Asian International Art Exhibition. 18 Dec 01-10 Feb 02. Guangdong Museum of
Art, Guangzhou, China

Just Five. 9 -19 Mar. Artfolio Gallery, Singapore

Different Eye Different Views. 36th Modern Art Society Annual Art Exhibition. 1- 25
Jun. Artfolio Gallery, Singapore

"Kachiang Buteh". Telok Kurua studios art gallery. Singapore, Singapore
NAFA Staff Art Exhibition. 22 - 26 Apr. Nanyang Art Gallery, Singapore

14th Asian International Art Exhibition. 17 - 22 June. Fukuoka Asian Art Museum,
Japan

Philip Morris Singapore Art Awards. 20 - 30 Aug. CHIJMES, Singapore

NAFA 60th Anniversary Alumni's Art Exhibition. 22 -27Apr. CHIJMES, Caldwell House
Art Gallery, Singapore

Five Contemporary Artists. 12 - 16 Mar. Nanyang Art Gallery, Singapore
NAFA Staff Art Exhibition. 22 - 30 May. Nanyang Art Gallery, Singapore

Philip Morris Singapore Art Awards. 31 Jul -10 Aug. CHIJMES, Caldwell House Art
Gallery, Singapore

Singapore Art ‘97. 28 Aug - 1 Sept. Singapore International Convention & Exhibition
Center

UOB 16th Painting of the Year Competition. 25 Sep-17 Oct. UOB Plaza 1, Singapore

Self Portraits. 33rd Modern Art Society Annual Art Exhibition. 3 -17 Dec. UOB Plaza 1,
Singapore

Five Contemporary Artists. 12 - 16 Mar. Nanyang Art Gallery, Singapore
NAFA Staff Art Exhibition. 22 - 30 May. Nanyang Art Gallery, Singapore

Philip Morris Singapore Art Awards. 31 Jul - 10 Aug. CHIUMES, Caldwell House Art
Gallery, Singapore

Singapore Art ‘97. 28 Aug - 1 Sept. Singapore International Convention & Exhibition
Center

UOB 16th Painting of the Year Competition. 25 Sep - 17 Oct. UOB Plaza 1, Singapore
Self Portraits. 33rd Modern Art Society Annual Art Exhibition. 3 -17 Dec. UOB Plaza 1,
Singapore.

UOB 15th Painting of the Year Competition. 24 Sept - 4 Oct. UOB Plaza 1, Singapore
Grand Shell Discovery Art Exhibition 96. 16-20 Oct. River House, Clarke Quay,
Singapore.

Modern Art Society 32nd Annual Art Show. 22-26 Nov. Orchard Point Art Gallery,
Singapore

Postgraduate Show University of Reading MFA & DFA. 28 Jun-4 Jul. Department of
Fine Art. University of Reading, UK

Philippe Charriol Foundation Contemporary Art Competition, Singapore

Tri-Art. 3-person show. The Substation Art Gallery, Singapore

1993

1991
1990

Awards

2010
2009
2003

2002

2001
1999
1997
1996
1994
1993

13th Shell Discovery Art Exhibition. Shell Tower, Singapore
UOB 12th Painting of the Year Competition, Singapore

3rd ASEAN Traveling Exhibition of Painting, Photograph and Children’s Art. National
Museum Art Gallery, Singapore

SOXIT, Fine Art Diploma Show. NAFA Art Gallery, Singapore
Singaporean Art. 90’s Gallery. Glasgow, UK

Asian Artist Fellowship Award 2010/2011, Freeman Foundation, USA
Platinum Award. UOB Painting of the Year Competition 2009
Juror’s Choice. Philip Morris Singapore-Asean Art Awards 2003
Certificate of Commendation. UOB 22nd Painting of the Year
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Founder’s Day Award
Distinction Award. UOB 21st Painting of the Year

Honourable mention. Philip Morris Singapore Art Awards
Certificate of Recognition. Philip Morris ASEAN Art Awards
Certificate of Recognition. Philip Morris ASEAN Art Awards
Distinction Award. UOB 15th Painting of the Year

Certificate of Distinction. Philippe Charriol Art Competition.
Certificate of Commendation. UOB 12th Painting of the Year.
Certificate of Distinction. Philippe Charriol Art Competition.

Artist Residency

2012

2011

Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts, Taipei, Taiwan. 19 Nov — 21 Dec
PointB Worklodge, Brooklyn, New York, USA. 2-31 Jul
Vermont Studio Centre, Vermont, USA. 1 Mar - 15 Apr

Scholarships & Grants

2013

2012

2011
2009

2007
2005

NAC International Development Grant for the 2012-13 Sovereign Asian Art Prize,
Hong Kong

NAC International Development Grant for artist residency in Taipei

NAC International Development Grant for artist residency in New York

NAC International Development Grant for 12th solo exhibition in Melbourne, Australia
Singapore International Foundation Arts Grant for 12th solo exhibition in Melbourne,
Australia

NAC Presentation and Promotional Grant for 10th solo exhibition in Singapore

Arts Fund Singapore Grant for 10th solo exhibition in Singapore

NAC International Development Grant for Art Melbourne, Australia

NAC Project Grant for From Left to Right and Right to East (2 man show) in UK
NAC Project Grant for 6th solo exhibition in Singapore

NAC Project Grant for 5th solo exhibition in Singapore

NAC Travel Grant for 3rd solo exhibition in Seoul, South Korea

NAC Project Grant for 2nd solo exhibition in Singapore
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2003 Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Sponsorship (staff) for overseas study.
NAC Bursary Award (overseas study)
SIA_ NAC Travel Grant for International Snow Sculpture Event in Quebec, Canada

2002 NAC Project Grant for Urban Artists 2002 in Singapore

2001 NAC Project Grant for 10 Young Contemporary Artists in Singapore
1996 NAC Project Grant for 1st solo exhibition in Singapore

1994 NAC Bursary Award (overseas study)

1990 Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Scholarship for Diploma studies

NAC - Singapore National Arts Council

Academic Experiences

2009-2015 Part-time lecturer, Department of Fine Art, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore
2012-2013 Part-time lecturer, School of Art, Design & Media department, Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore
Part-time lecturer, Department of Fine Art, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore
Jan/May 10 Adjunct Visual Arts Teacher. School of the Arts Singapore
Jul/Dec 09 Part-time Lecturer. Visual & Performing Arts, National Institute of Education, Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore
Jan 08/Jun 09 Head, Department of Fine Art, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts. Singapore

2007 Course Leader, Degree programmes, Dept. of Fine Art, Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts. Singapore

2001-2006 Lecturer, Fine Art Dept., School of Visual Art, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts,
Singapore

1996-2001 Part-time Lecturer. Fine Art Dept., Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

1999-2003 Part-time Art teacher. Gradsign Art School, Singapore.

1999-2001 Part-time Art teacher. Junior Art Dept., Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

Professional Affiliations / Appointments

2011-2014 Vice Chair, Curriculum Development Advisory Committee, Dept of Fine Art, Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

2011 External Assessor, Master in Fine Arts. LaSalle College of the Arts, Singapore
External Assessor, BA(Hons) Fine Arts. LaSalle College of the Arts, Singapore

2009 Committee member, Modern Art Society, Singapore
National Arts Council Annual Grant Assessment Panel Visual Arts, Singapore

2008/09 National Arts Counci Scholarships & Bursaries 2009 Visual Arts Assessment Panel,
Singapore

2007/08 Secretary, Modern Art Society, Singapore

2006 Curatorial Committee, 21st Asian International Art Exhibition, Singapore Art Museum /
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts / epSITE, Epson’s imaging gallery.

2005/06 Vice President, Modern Art Society, Singapore

2003/04 Committee member, Modern Art Society, Singapore

1999/02 Secretary, Modern Art Society, Singapore

2004 Judge for Uniliver International Schools Art Project 2004, Singapore

2003 Judge, Scarecrow Making Competition "Go green, ok, party" (Environment Day 2003)

Chinese Garden, Singapore. Organised by Taman Jurong CCC, with South-West CDC
and Town Council.

Articles and Reviews

Monumental Odes to Space. Cheah Ui-Hoon, the Business Times, Life Style, Jan 11, 2013

Crisis of Monumentality: Made/Remade/Unmade. Seng Yu Jin, art exhibition catalogue, Jan 2013
Preamble. Bridget Tracy Tan, the New Cathedral art exhibition catalogue, Jan 2012

Places of Worship. Mayo Martin, TODAY, Jan 9, 2012

The New Cathedral. Zhou Yian Ping, zbNOW, LianHe Zaobao, Jan 10, 2012

Malls Tells My Life Story. Ignatius Low, the Straits Times, Feb 27, 2011

50 Movers and Shakers of Singapore’s Art Scene. Timeout Singapore, Dec 2010

Laughing Matter. Justin Loke, exhibition art catalogue, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, 2007

An interview with artist Boo Sze Yang. http://sightoracle.blogspot.com/2007/11/interview-with-
artist-boo-sze-yang.html

Recent oil paintings by Boo Sze Yang. Goh Kay Kee, zbNOW, LianHe Zaobao, Oct 9, 2007
Landscapes In The Mist. Chung Yookyung, In-Between art exhibition catalogue, Nov 2005,
Cultural Crisis. Raymond Lam, I-S Magazine, Sep 23, 2005

Boo Sze Yang Solo Art Exhibition. Goh Kay Kee, LianHe Zaobao, Sep 24, 2005

On Being Unsure. Michael Lee Hong Hwee, catalogue essay in Boo Sze Yang: The Space In-between,
Sep 2005.

Recent Paintings by Boo Sze Yang. Chua Poh Leng, Nanyang Arts (Chinese publication).
August/October 2000

Take Five at Artfolio. Sian E. Jay, Asian Art News magazine. May/June 2000

Five Souls Bared for Show. Sian E. Jay, The Straits Times. March20, 2000

Wacky, funny but so unlike themselves. Janet Ho, The Straits Times. December 1, 1997

Boo Sze Yang at the Substation. lan Findlay, Asian Art News magazine. May/June 1996
Dilemma of Being - Paintings by Boo Sze Yang. Susie Wong, The Straits Times. March 26, 1996
13th Shell Discovery Art Exhibition. Susie Wong, The Straits Times. April 21, 1993

Public Collections

Singapore Art Museum, National Heritage Board
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore

Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

Yingu Art Mansion, Beijing, China

United Overseas Bank Limited Singapore

The Istana Art Collection, National Art Gallery Singapore



