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Lee Wen's Body Print (left); photograph from the Strange Fruits series (right)

Lee Wen's Time to Shine at Art Basel Hong

Kong 2014

Art Basel Hong Kong 2014 is likely to be an important milestone in the career of Lee Wen,
one of Singapore's most prolific performance artists whose multidisciplinary works explore
issues of identity and societal issues. Despite being awarded a Cultural Medallion in 2005 — the
highest artistic recognition in Singapore — the 57-year-old artist has never previously been
represented by an art gallery, let alone had his works shown in an international art fair.

Now one of his better-known pieces, the interactive “Ping-Pong Go Round,” will be featured in
the curated Encounters section of Art Basel Hong Kong and Singapore gallery iPreciation is
dedicating its booth at the fair to his works, offering a mini-retrospective of sorts that will enable
more people to better understand the artist’s oeuvre. “Lee Wen is a key figure and one of the
pioneers of performance and contemporary art in Singapore. I wanted to present his works
because they are historically significant and they represent responses to the socio-political issues
of the times. His works and ideas should be shared and be appreciated by more people,” explains
gallery founder Helina Chan.
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“I don’t like the word retrospective, because I’m not done yet. Furthermore, I have many other
pieces not shown here,” the artist quipped.

The solo exhibition will underscore his artistic versatility through a varied collection of works,
from his iconic “Journey of a Yellow Man” performance series (1992-2001), where he posed in
various situations covered in yellow paint to emphasize his ethnicity, to his “Strange Fruits”
series, which was created in response to the National Arts Council’s decision not to fund
performance art between 1994 and 2003.

“Journey of a Yellow Man” was started by Wen while he was living in London where many
people assumed he was from China. “It was a reaction to how people are often typecast by the
color of their skin,” the artist recalled, “Some people have mistaken the work as being about the
pride of being Chinese, but it’s not, it was more about questioning identity, as well as trying to
explore the idea of a full-body mask while doing a performance, instead of just a (face) mask.”

The photography of his “Strange Fruits” performances, where he covered his body with Chinese
lanterns and walked around various Singaporean locations without the necessary public
entertainment license, has also become a well-known series from the artist. The fun imagery
contrasts with the underlying issue of restrictions placed on performance art. “At the time the
Substation, which was getting NAC funding, had asked me to do a solo show and I didn’t want to
do a live perform that could threaten their funding. So I thought I could do an installation of
photographs of a performance. Ironically, by the time the exhibition took place (the NAC) had
lifted the ban,” he said.

During the Hong Kong VIP Preview, Wen, who has been suffering from Parkinson’s disease for
over five years, is hoping to perform “Call of the Red,” a piece he created last year. “It’s a song I
wrote for my mother, who is 92 years old and has been a widow for many years. The song is
written as a performance about someone who is going to die, and wondering how she will be
reunited with her husband, who died very young, and whether she will be accepted by this young
man. It’s a sad story, but it’s about her and about the values we have,” he explained.

TAGS
 

Contemporary Arts  News  Fairs  Visual Arts  Art Basel Hong Kong 2014  Art Basel Hong Kong  

Lee Wen  iPreciation  Sonia Kolesnikov-Jessop

 0LikeLike ShareShare

Type Your Email Here

RECOMMENDED

Sneak Peek: 17Sneak Peek: 17

Giant Works at ArtGiant Works at Art

Basel Hong KongBasel Hong Kong

20142014

Familiar SoutheastFamiliar Southeast

Asian Names at ArtAsian Names at Art

Basel Hong KongBasel Hong Kong

20142014

Magnus Renfrew onMagnus Renfrew on

Art Basel in HongArt Basel in Hong

Kong and the Asia-Kong and the Asia-

Pacific Art ScenePacific Art Scene

Art Basel HongArt Basel Hong

Kong to be Held inKong to be Held in

March from 2015March from 2015

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fsea.blouinartinfo.com%2Fnews%2Fstory%2F1033003%2Flee-wens-time-to-shine-at-art-basel-hong-kong-2014&text=Lee%20Wen%27s%20Time%20to%20Shine%20at%20Art%20Basel%20Hong%20Kong%202014%20%7C%20BLOUIN%20ARTINFO&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsea.blouinartinfo.com%2Fnews%2Fstory%2F1033003%2Flee-wens-time-to-shine-at-art-basel-hong-kong-2014
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsea.blouinartinfo.com%2Fnews%2Fstory%2F1033003%2Flee-wens-time-to-shine-at-art-basel-hong-kong-2014
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts/contemporary-arts
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts/news-0
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts/fairs
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/tags/art-basel-hong-kong-2014
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/tags/art-basel-hong-kong
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/tags/lee-wen
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/tags/ipreciation
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/tags/sonia-kolesnikov-jessop
javascript:void(0);
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1029108/sneak-peek-17-giant-works-at-art-basel-hong-kong-2014
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1029108/sneak-peek-17-giant-works-at-art-basel-hong-kong-2014
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1030350/familiar-southeast-asian-names-at-art-basel-hong-kong-2014
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1030350/familiar-southeast-asian-names-at-art-basel-hong-kong-2014
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1028531/magnus-renfrew-on-art-basel-in-hong-kong-and-the-asia-pacific
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1028531/magnus-renfrew-on-art-basel-in-hong-kong-and-the-asia-pacific
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1012588/art-basel-hong-kong-to-be-held-in-march-from-2015
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1012588/art-basel-hong-kong-to-be-held-in-march-from-2015

