5 January 2016
Singapore and International
For Immediate Release
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Singapore and International –
iPreciation is proud to present ENVISION: Sculptures @ the Garden City – a new
platform to showcase a group exhibition of monumental sculptures by Singapore and
internationally renowned Asian artists. For the inaugural exhibition in 2016, ENVISION will
present 13 sets of works by 11 artists, namely Baet Yeok Kuan (b. 1961, Singapore), Chen
Sai Hua Kuan (b. 1976, Singapore), Gu Wenda (b. 1955, China/USA), Ju Ming (b. 1938,
Taiwan), Kumari Nahappan (b. 1953, Singapore), Lim Soo Ngee (b. 1962, Singapore),
Shen Lieyi (b. 1969, China), Sri Astari Rasjid (b. 1953, Indonesia), Yuyu Yang (b. 1926 –
d. 1997, Taiwan), Zhan Wang (b. 1962, China) and Zhang Huan (b. 1965, China) from
China, Indonesia, Singapore and Taiwan.

ENVISION is part of iPreciation’s mission to promote, exhibit and integrate public
art projects in Asia; our recent project in Singapore was Ju Ming’s Taichi Series held at
Singapore Botanic Gardens from Jan – May 2015. In 2016, ENVISION will take place in
key urban and cultural zones in the heart of the city, with a trail starting from the Arts House
Lawn, Asian Civilisations Museum Green, Empress Place Lawn, The Fullerton Hotel,
Clifford Square, The Fullerton Bay Hotel, and along the Marina Bay Boulevard (near City
Gallery).
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The title “ENVISION” describes the human desire to dream big, to imagine and to
achieve something great. ENVISION aims to bring dynamic contemporary threedimensional art to a broad audience at home and around the globe, showcasing the quality,
breadth and international impact of some of the best sculptures by Asia’s leading artists.

ENVISION will debut an important set of work created by internationally acclaimed
artist Gu Wenda, a monumental set of 24 fossilized stones titled “Forest of stone steles –
Story of solar calendar”, a project which took the artist more than 20 years to realize.
“Forest of stone steles - Story of solar calendar” is an installation of 24 ‘ru’ rocks in
different shapes and sizes. These huge pieces of natural rocks come from the bottom of the
sea; billions of year old lime-stones corroded by the sea water and mounted by fossilized
aquatic specimens. Each rock is inscribed on top and all around with a simplified stroke of a
Chinese calligraphic character that references Chinese solar terms. Inspired by philosophical
theories and stories of our celestial universe, Gu Wenda sets out to bring man and nature
closer together by creating a ‘rock forest’ with this dynamic installation of 24 large rocks. Gu
started thinking and planning this project sometime in 1993, with the idea to create 50 stone
steles. It has taken him more than 20 years for the project to come to fruition.

Over the last four years, iPreciation has championed Singapore visual artists, showing
their works at home and internationally. ENVISION is an extension of iPreciation’s mission
to promote Singaporean artists and to develop appreciation and connoisseurship for 3D public
art. We will feature 4 Singaporean artists: Baet Yeok Kuan, Chen Sai Hua Kuan, Kumari
Nahappan and Lim Soo Ngee whose works range in a variety of artistic process and
medium; these 4 sets of works will be shown in Singapore for the first time. Baet Yoke Kuan
and Lim Soo Ngee’s sculptures were specially created for this exhibition. Lim Soo Ngee’s
“Mynas” references the local native bird species. Commonly found in Singapore’s
environment, where the population of the native myna has dwindled drastically, nearly
extinct and out-numbered by foreign species. Lim’s larger-than-life Mynah sculptures are to
raise awareness for our natural environment and protect the local animal and plant species.
Chen Sai Hua Kuan’s “Ling Ting 2” is an interactive sound sculpture that premiered on the
steps of the Grand Palais during the opening of Art Paris in March 2015 and was reported and
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featured by the International New York Times. We are bringing this sculpture home and give
local audiences a chance to encounter and interact with the work.

Gu Wenda and four Singaporean artists will be available for interview during
Singapore Art Week.
Considered pioneers of Asian sculptors, Yuyu Yang and Ju Ming’s stainless steel
sculptures will be available for Singaporean audiences to enjoy. Yuyu Yang’s curiosity and
approach to art-making has led him to experiment with stainless steel and marble as early as
the 1970s. Following a four-city tour in China in 2015, Ju Ming’s recent “Living World
Series” a set of 10 sculptures in life-size bronze, painted in white and pastel pink will be
exhibited for the first time in Singapore, where audiences are already familiar with his Taichi
Series.

ENVISION will also present works by Zhang Huan, Shen Lieyi, Zhan Wang and
Sri Astari Rasjid. Sri Astari Rasjid is one of three female artists in the exhibition; she will
debut her latest work “Armor for Change”, a monumental kabaya (traditional blouse worn by
Indonesian women) cast in aluminium, which was created specifically for this exhibition.
ENVISION is the first of its kind to offer Singaporean and Asian artists the opportunity to
create their own unique artistic vision of large-scale 3D work, and to be shown alongside
their international peers. For the full list and details on all the artists and artworks, please
refer to Annex A.
Managing Director of iPreciation, Ms. Helina Chan states that “This exhibition is a
result of strong support from Singapore’s government agencies such as Urban Development
Authority, National Parks Board, National Arts Council and Singapore Tourism Board. We
also have a long term partnership with The Fullerton Heritage and this is truly an example of
successful public-private collaborations in the visual arts sector. We aim to continue
developing this group sculpture exhibition, to be an annual project that will extend into the
city spaces and enrich Singapore’s landscape. We look forward to more of such
collaborations and hope to see more Singaporean and Asian art being integrated into public
buildings and spaces all over the world.”
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General Manager of The Fullerton Heritage, Mr Giovanni Viterale remarks: “We are
delighted to host such a visionary exhibition with iPreciation. The Fullerton Heritage is
prominently located in the Civic District, an area that straddles the colonial history of
Singapore and the gleaming modernity of Singapore’s present. As an active collaborator of
the arts, we are pleased to continue our support through sponsorships to private organisations
and donations to art institutions including Singapore Art Museum. This is our third
collaboration with iPreciation in hosting an outdoor sculptural exhibition of such scale and
presence. By being a venue partner for dynamic exhibitions featuring both established and
budding local and international artists within our gallery spaces, we aim to build on the rich
culture and heritage we have inherited from past generations and cultivate a higher level of
interest among local and international visitors to this vibrant precinct that has undergone
much transformation of late.”

Director of Sector Development (Visual Arts) from the National Arts Council, Mr.
Low Eng Teong says: “ENVISION is one of the main highlights during Singapore Art Week.
This is a wonderful opportunity for the public to see these incredible sculptures, right at the
heart of the city. Many of the works have never been shown in Singapore before, and we
hope the audiences will enjoy interacting with them and appreciating public art more.”

Throughout the exhibition period, there will be free-guided tours on weekends and
public talks available for local residents and tourists to participate. More details will be
available on our website: www.ipreciation.com
“ENVISION: Sculptures @ the Garden City” is part of Singapore Art Week (16 –
24 January 2016). An initiative by the National Arts Council, in partnership with the
Singapore Tourism Board and Singapore Economic Development Board, Singapore Art
Week reinforces Singapore’s position as Asia’s leading arts destination. It is a nine-day
celebration of the visual arts, offering a myriad of quality art experiences, from art fairs,
gallery openings, exhibitions, lifestyle events and public art walks, to enriching discussions
on art and culture. www.artweek.sg
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About iPreciation
Established in Singapore since 1999, iPreciation is a fine art company dedicated to
showcasing exquisite Modern and Contemporary Asian Art. With an exhibition space of
5,300 square feet in the heart of Singapore, iPreciation is recognized as a leading
contemporary art gallery in Asia. Since its inception, iPreciation has successfully created a
legion of avenues for artistic exposure. The gallery provides a well-recognized platform for
promising artists, meticulously cultivating and introducing them and their works to the most
discerning art enthusiasts and collectors. Many artists represented by iPreciation have been
widely exhibited and collected by public institutions, private and international corporations
both in Singapore and internationally.
iPreciation prides itself on being equipped with in-depth knowledge, expertise and experience
to provide professional consultancy services to both individual and corporate entities. To
date, we completed a few notable permanent public art acquisitions internationally, including
the Azia Centre in Pudong Shanghai, The Exchange in Tienjing, Gandaria City in South
Jakarta, Menara Standard Chartered in Kuala Lumpur and The Exchange Square in Hong
Kong. In Singapore, our public art projects can be seen at United Square, Keppel
Harbourfront, One-North, The Metropolis and most recently at CapitaGreen.
Since its inception, iPreciation has organized numerous large scale public art projects in
Singapore and internationally. In 2004, the gallery co-organized with Singapore Art Museum
an island wide exhibition of Ju Ming’s Taichi Series sculptures including an international
debut of Ju Ming’s Taichi Arch at the Singapore Art Museum. In 2005, the gallery coorganised with Singapore Art Museum to present a retrospective painting exhibition of Gao
Xingjian, a celebrated novelist, playwright, translator and the first Chinese-born writer to
win the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2000. In 2006 and 2010, we worked closely with the
National Museum of China in Beijing to organize two Ju Ming exhibitions.
In 2015, Ju Ming’s monumental Taichi Series sculptures enjoyed a four-month exhibition at
Singapore Botanic Gardens and his Living World Series sculptures were on a travelling
exhibition across four major Chinese cities: Chengdu, Chongqing, Dalian and Shanghai.
Managing Director of iPreciation, Helina Chan, was the recipient of the coveted New
Tourism Entrepreneur of 2005 by the Singapore Tourism Board, acknowledging the
entrepreneur whose company has made major contributions to the art and tourism industry
in Singapore. For more information please visit www.ipreciation.com
For more information, please contact:

iPRECIATION
Ms Ning Chong
Ms June Ong
T: +65 6339 0678
M: +65 9818 0198
E: ning.chong@ipreciation.com
E: june.ong@ipreciation.com

Gallery Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday: 10am - 7pm
Saturday: 11am - 6pm
Sundays and Public Holiday by appointment only

-

End 5/5

